В. Hello! Dear ladies and gentlemen, welcome to our weekly program “Mysteries, Mysteries, Mysteries!!!”. Today our guests are: Lisa Handon the author of the famous book  “Mysteries, Mysteries, Mysteries!!!”, Kate Brown a journalist of the BBC, Samantha Stevens a physics’ teacher in a high school in Los Angeles (California) and Betty Suarez a housewife from Mexico. Mysteries, Mysteries, Mysteries!!! Who isn't interested in them?! People of all ages, from children to adults enjoy investigating mysteries in different spheres of our life. There are mysteries at sea, there are mysteries in the air and there are mysteries on the land. In fact they are so numerous, that it's impossible to discuss all of them during one meeting.

   Our today’s meeting is devoted to the catastrophe with the Hindenburg, the mystery of the Bermuda Triangle, the mystery of Marie Celesta and the mystery of Loch Ness monster. Now I would like to give word to Lisa Handson - the famous writer.

L.H. The Bermuda Triangle is an area in the Atlantic Ocean, near Florida in the U.S. Some years ago, many airplanes disappeared when they were flying there. Today, many people say that the area has a special, magical force and that it is very dangerous. They are frightened of going into the area because they say something might happen to them.

K.B. So can you explain this mystery? Is the weather very bad in that area?

L.H. No, the weather isn't very bad! I don't think there is any real mystery about it.

B.S. But many ships and planes disappear there!

L.H. Well every time there is an accident or a ship sinks, someone says it is inside the triangle. People can't agree how big the triangle is. 

S.S. I see. So the triangle gets bigger every time there is an accident.

L.H. There are always thousands of planes and ships in that area, of course there are accidents. The same is true in lots of places.

B.S. So you think that people needn't worry if the fly, through that area?

L.H. I don't think so. The triangle is something in people's imagination, that's all.

S.S. So there aren't any special problems there.

L.H. Not really. The problem is that people like mysteries.
В. Thank you Lisa. You were very useful. Now I would like to tell you about the mystery in the air I mean the catastrophe with the Hindenburg.

K.B. The Hindenburg was an airship that flew from Germany to America. In 1936, it made over ten successful trips but then in 1937, a terrible accident happened. When it was arriving in the U.S., it suddenly exploded into flames. Thirty- six people died in the accident. Why did it explode? Where did the flames come from? 

B.S. Is it still a complete mystery why the accident happened? So why did it happen?

K.B. Well there are lots of theories. Some people say there was a bomb inside, but I don't think so. 

L.H.  What do you think?   

K.B. Well, I think that this accident has a scientific explanation. 

B.S. What's that?

K.B. Well, when things move through the air, they sometimes collect static electricity. The weather was very stormy that day, so after so many hours in the air, there was probably a lot of static electricity around the airship.

B.S. Yes, but static electricity doesn't cause explosion, does it?  

 K.B. No, but I think that, probably, some hydrogen was escaping. When the ship came near the landing station, a spark jumped across and the hydrogen burst into flames.

B.S. That's an interesting theory!

K.B. Yes, but it's only a theory; we can't be sure what really happened.

 B.S. One of the greatest mysteries is the mystery of the Marie Celesta. The Marie Celesta was a large ship that sailed off from New York in 1872; it left New York on 7th of November 1872, and sailed off to Italy with ten people on board. On 5th of December a British ship met the Marie Celeste about 680 kilometers away from of the Azores. The ship was drifting and no one was on board. One of the boats was missing and some food had been taken, but clothes boots and other things had been left scattered around the place. No clear explanation has ever been found for the mystery. The most probable explanation is that the captain mistook a depth reading and thought that the ship was about to sink. He therefore ordered everyone to abandon the ship. The ship was thought by some people to have had bad luck due to numerous misadventures. Her fist captain died at the very beginning of her first voyage and she also collided with another vessel in the English Channel. Oliver Deveau, the chief mate of the ship which had found the "M. C." Said: ''the ship was in generally good condition, though she was a thoroughly wet mess." There was only one operational pump, with a lot of water between decks. The fore was open, the clock wasn't functioning and the compass was destroyed. The sextant and marine chronometer were missing, and the only lifeboat seemed to have been intentionally launched rather than torn away, suggesting the ship had been deliberately abandoned.
S.S. I’ve heard that when the ship was found it was clear enough that the ship had been abandoned not long before. There was even a cup of hot coffee in the captain’s cabin.
B.S. No, popular stories of untouched break fasts with cups of tea on the cabin table, washing hung out to dry, a cat found asleep on top of the gallery locker and a half eaten   apple pie are invented. The cargo of 1,701 barrels of alcohol was intact, although when it was finally unloaded in Genoa, nine barrels were found to be empty. All of the ship's papers, except the captain's logbook were missing. None of the Marie Celeste's crew or passengers were found and it is unlikely that the events leading to their disappearance will ever be known with certainty. Many theories have been proposed to explain the mystery:                   

                            The first theory proposed, was that the Marie Celeste was the victim of an act of piracy and the crew was murdered.

                               Historian Conrad Byers believs that the captain of the ship ordered the hold to be opened, resulting in a violent rush of fumes and then steam. Believing the ship was about to explode, Briggs ordered everyone into the lifeboat, failing, in his haste, to secure it to the ship with strong tow line. The wind picked up and blew the ship away from them. The occupants of the lifeboat either drowned or drifted out to sea to die of hunger, and thirst. This theory is perhaps the most widely accepted explanation for the disappearance. 
B. Thank you very much, but all these are theories and we can't know for sure what really happened. But I hope there is nothing mysterious.

The last mystery we’re supposed to talk about today is the mystery of the Loch Ness monster.

S.S. Oh, I’ve heard a lot about this mystery. As for as I remember the monster’s Scotland.

L.H. Yes, there’re a lot of lakes in Scotland. The people in Scotland call them “locks“, and the most famous of all is Loch Ness. Scientists say that it is a very old lake, perhaps it is 25000 years old. Scientists believe that many years ago Loch Ness was connected with the sea. The waters of the lake ran into the sea, and seawater ran into the lake. This means that sea animals could swim into the lake from the sea.
B. Now tell us about the monster.

S.S. There are many stories about a monster which, people say, lives in the lake. About 50 years ago there were reports in the newspapers about a great creature in the lake whose body was like the body of some prehistoric creatures that once lived in the sea. But nobody could say exactly what I looked like. Some people noticed a very long body and they said that the strange creature made waves as it swam. 

The stories about this mysterious creature interested everybody. Scientists, journalists and just ordinary people wanted to know more about that wonderful and strange creature.

B. Yes, but people wanted to know:

∙ was it a very big fish?

∙ was it a whale?

∙ or maybe it was a prehistoric monster?

S.S. Only photographs could answer the questions so many curious visitors and newspaper reporters tried to photograph the monster. For days they were on the lake shore and watched when something strange appeared in the water, they took pictures of it. But when the photos were ready, it was difficult to say what they showed. Some people said they showed a big strange animal, others said it was simply a tree in the water or a boat or a big fish, but not a monster. So the pictures didn’t make things clear.

L.H. Not only newspaper reporters and curios visitors were interested in the monster. Scientists don’t like mysteries, they want facts. Is the Loch Ness monster a creature from the past or isn’t?

S.S. The water of Loch Ness isn’t clear and very deep. It is impossible to see any thing in it, but it is possible to listen. So scientists put special tape recorders into water to listen and record every sound. The tape recorders make it clear that there is some kind of a big animal or fish in the lake. What is it? Nobody can say. But scientists are sure that there is a strange, very large creature living in the deep water of Loch Ness.
B.S. The mystery of Loch Ness remains a mystery.

B. Well, unfortunately we are short of time and our discussion is coming to an end. What is the conclusion we have come to?  We could see that most mysteries have got an explanation and I am sure those which sill can't be explained will be explained sooner or later. 

Thank you, you have been with us. Kate Brown has been with you in the most popular program “Mysteries, Mysteries, Mysteries!!!”.
